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New York, Harper, 1944, 0.195-230. 5 Several factors explain the lack of collected index maps showing various map series for different countries of the world. The assembling alone, including information, drafting, and printing, would be a monumental and expensive job. The changing situation with respect to various series would cause such a compilation to lose its value rapidly.
During the last war great strides were made in this field. The German army prepared comprehensive reports with index maps for each of the countries of Europe. Similar studies and extensive coverage indexes were made for large sections of the world by the Army Map Service and the Geographical Section, General Staff of the United States and British military organizations respectively. It is unfortunate that both the quantity and distribution of these publications were limited. Today it is probably the largest and most complete map compilation and printing organization in the world. The U.S. was responsible for North Africa, southern Italy, parts of southern Germany and central Europe, China, and Japan. The Survey Directorates were responsible for the remaining areas of military operations. This division of labor refers to ground operations only. Both countries maintained their own small-and mediumscale series for air navigation. In a map library they are used commonly to provide general coverage over the areas 8 The Instituto Geographie Militaire, Firenze, issued a catalog listing single sheet and series maps for Italy proper as well as for her colonial possessions. The Reichamt fur Landesaufnahme still issued a few sheets for parts of China and Africa where the Germans had had colonial interests. During the war, however, the Kriegskarten und Vermessungwesen and Geo-Mil, which were the counterpart of the Army Map Service in the United States, issued thousands of maps for most of Europe and North Africa. Unfortunately most of these maps are lost to the world, although the bulk of them were reproductions of organic series. 9 The French and British organizations together covered all of Africa with a series of maps at 1:1,000,000. The British also published a series at the scale of 1:1,000,000 for eastern Asia and at 1:4,000,000 for all of Asia. The Army Map Service issued a series covering Central America at the scale of 1:250,000. 
Scientific Societies
The In acquiring material from these sources the map librarian is faced with a situation similar to that in obtaining specialized maps from official agencies. He can depend in part on map bibliographies, but a greater degree of dependence must be placed on professional journals and individuals in the field of the subject matter involved.
Books on Mapping Services
There are relatively few books on map- 
Building a Background
Difficulties outlined in the brief descrip- 
